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Who we are:

Why? In our quicklychanging climate, the

Ash Creek Forest Management is a habitat
restoration company involved in native plant
installation, invasive species management,
project development, and other stewardship
activities throughout the region. This year, our
field crews have begun recording site and
treatment data for restoration projects. The
records offer a systematic way to track our
efforts, and will capture ontheground
knowledge to evaluate restoration strategies.

restoration field must be adaptable and attentive to
changing conditions. Keeping detailed records of
restoration activities will help this pursuit.
As a newer field, there is ample opportunity for
innovation, which often comes from the ground up.
By spending time working on different sites, crew
members become familiar with site conditions and the
effects of treatment decisions. The goal of this project
is to foreground restoration workers’ knowledge, and
better utilize their observations in our operations.

Employees record:
●
●

●

●

●
●

●
●
●

Ecosystem type
Common plant species seen on site
(both native and nonnative)
Treatment/ Planting type (with
dropdown lists to choose from
common activities)
Treatment/Planting design (ie
herbicide prescription and
application method, plant spacing)
Treatment intensity, on a 15 scale
Whether a site has been planted
previously
Soil moisture
Ground conditions
Comments, observations, deviations
from plan

To better understand the effectiveness of
our herbicide use, we also ask herbicide
specific questions. These include whether
plants were frosty or dewy when spraying
began, if it rained after treatment, the high
and low temperatures while spraying, and
the high windspeed while spraying. We
already have many restrictions in place, but
want to learn more about how these factors
influence success.

Methods:
Data is collected through two online forms: one for invasive
species management (typically spraying herbicide, cutting,
mowing, hand pulling) and one for native plant installation.
Field crews fill out the forms daily via Microsoft Forms, which
automatically creates graphs and charts. We then use a Power
Automate system set up to populate a spreadsheet and produce
a readout for each entry, which we sort and compile manually.

How can it be used?
Submissions will be used to collect
baseline data on weed management
and planting practices, which will
inform followup visits and further
monitoring.
The forms compile metrics about the
landscapes we work in and types of
work we do, creating an archive of
changing conditions and practices.
We also collect responses in files for
each of our sites. These archives will
make planning subsequent treatments
easier for project managers.
The act of filling out the forms fosters
innovation and awareness, and directs
attention to the ecology of each site.
Openended questions make the
practice not just about collecting data,
but also thoughts, ideas, and critiques.
All Ash Creek employees are offered
training in botany and have a role in
running logistics during projects, so
they are wellprepared for this task.

Next Steps:
Crews began fieldtesting the record
forms in February 2022. We look
forward to updating this project with
initial data and lessons learned over
the next year.
We also plan to integrate these forms
with maps and posttreatment surveys
in the future.

Questions, comments, or ideas?
Please reach out! This is a dynamic
process, and we’d love to see it spread
beyond Ash Creek.

